Date

Dear Parents

Re:
………………………………………………………………………………………………

Your child is more at risk of getting severely unwell from flu than other children.  We therefore think it would be a very good idea for you to take your child along to the local GP surgery to have a flu vaccine as soon as possible. 

If your child is under 13 and hasn’t had the vaccine in previous years they should have 2 doses of vaccine, one in the next few days and the second 4 weeks later. This double dose gives better immunity. If they have had it before they just need one dose. You may wish for other family members also to be vaccinated as this is likely to add protection from flu to the whole family.

The vaccine does not cover all strains of flu, so your child may not be completely protected by the vaccination.  Therefore if your child becomes unwell with high fever, cough, chestiness, aches and pains, etc., contact your GP, or attend paediatric A&E. 

If you have any questions or concerns about anything raised in this letter, please don’t hesitate to get in touch (clinic contact details).

I have sent a letter to your GP informing them that your child and/or family need this vaccine.

Yours sincerely

(name and designation )

Date

Dear Doctor

Re:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

All children at increased risk of influenza infection, including those who may be immuno-suppressed, should receive flu vaccination.

We would, therefore, be very grateful if you could arrange to vaccinate the above child. A 2-dose course of vaccine at a 4-week interval to any children who are under 13 and have not received flu vaccine before. All other children will just require a single dose.  An approved sub-unit /split virion vaccine preparation should be used.  

Other family members should also be considered a priority for vaccination (if willing), as protecting the whole family is likely to increase the benefits to an immuno-suppressed child.

Immuno-suppressed children are also eligible for treatment with Oseltamivir as prophylaxis if they have been in contact with influenza and also as treatment if they have influenza (see latest NICE guidelines).  If this child comes to you with symptoms consistent with influenza infection, a treatment course of Oseltamivir should be considered.  The dosing schedule is available in the BNF. 

If you have any other queries, please don’t hesitate to get in touch on the above number, or contact (contact details).

Yours sincerely

(name and designation)

