
June 2021 
CHIVA Newsletter 

Dear CHIVA Member, please find your June Newsletter with news about CHIVA
conference 2021, updates on our work, CYC, online sessions and much more. 
 
Please ensure you sign up to one of the new membership options to continue
receiving communication from the CHIVA team and the other benefits.  
 
This is the LAST newsletter that will be sent to 2020 members.  
 

SIGN UP HERE

The CHIVA Newsletter Team would welcome any feedback on the newsletter format
- Please click on the following link to answer 3 short questions.

Survey

SPOTLIGHT ON: Members June Edition  

Alison Cave
What is your link to CHIVA? 
I started as a Specialist Project Support Officer for the
West Midlands in March 2021, my role is to provide
emotional and social support to children and young
people living with HIV in the Midlands
Area, addressing some of the wider impact HIV can
have on children’s and young people’s lives and their
families. I also support young people with the
transition from paediatric to adult services at
Heartlands Hospital.
Background?
Previously I spent 6 years as a Progression Co-Ordinator at St Basils which is
a homeless charity for 16–25-year-olds, supporting them to build their
independent life skills and acquire and maintain their own accommodation in
the community.  I also have a BCS (Hons) degree in Social Work and worked in
safeguarding for Worcestershire County Council. 
Hobbies? 

https://chiva.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&id=6eb1b08dc1&e=92d6fe1297
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Prior to lockdown I enjoyed going to self-defence and aqua aerobic classes
which I am looking forward to starting again.  I also enjoy spending time with
my family and friends and going to the beach.

Matilda Brown 
What is your link to CHIVA?  
I am the Specialist Project Support Officer for London. I
started this role in September 2020 but have worked with
CHIVA for almost 10 years supporting the delivery of the
annual Support Camp and regional work delivery.   
Background? 
Alongside my part time role at CHIVA, I also work as a
Creative Arts Psychotherapist in social, emotional and
mental health schools across London and Surrey. Every
day is different and my skills often cross over when
supporting adolescents and young adults living with HIV. 

 
Hobbies?  
Admittedly most of my spare time is spent entertaining my almost 2 year old
son who keeps me very busy! Prior to lockdown I enjoyed singing in a local
community choir and I am looking forward to that starting up again.

Congratulations from the CHIVA Team to Dr Steve Welch and the PENTA
Training team for being awarded the ESPID Distinguished Award for Education. 
Very well deserved. 
 

Find out more about the award!

What about you? Please do send us few lines on yourself, any projects you are
working on and a photo to elaine.white@chiva.org.uk, if you would like to
feature in our next edition of the newsletter.
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The 15th Annual CHIVA Conference will take place on Friday 3rd September
2021 at Friends House in London ( & Online), with a focus on Adolescents and
Health Inequalities. 
 
Information about pricing and registration can be found here: Register Now!
 
An exciting Conference Programme is confirmed, Including: 
- Keynote talks from Professor Linda-Gail Bekker on Young Women and Health
Inequalities in South Africa and Professor Alison Agwu on Adolescents and
Health Inequalities: Experiences from USA  
- Professor Adam Finn, Head of Bristol Children’s Vaccine Centre, speaking on
COVID-19 Vaccinations  for Children.  
 

Full CHIVA Conference Programme
 

GET YOUR ABSTRACT SUBMITTED!  DEADLINE 25TH JUNE 2021.  
 

Abstract Submissions  
 
Free Students Places: We are delighted to offer 10 free places to medical,
nursing or social care students. 
These will be allocated via an application process. To apply please send 200
words outlining how attending CHIVA conference would benefit you in your
professional training and future career, to Katie Warburton
(Rowson) katie.rowson@chiva.org.uk  by 9:00am 30th June 2021.

CHIVA WORK UPDATES 

ONLINE SESSIONS 
 
We have continued to deliver online sessions for young people, with a recent
‘Wellbeing’ series for the two different age groups. These sessions have been
facilitated by a young adult who has grown up with HIV. The groups were well
attended and participants talked openly about their struggles with mental health
and maintaining wellbeing during the COVID pandemic. In the sessions the
groups learnt about techniques and coping skills and all were sent a ‘care
package’ which included a notebook to write down thoughts and feelings in
between sessions. Young people said they learnt new things about themselves:
‘I learnt I had a person to talk to, it was myself!’ 
 

WORK POSITIVE PROGRAMME 
 
Working in partnership with the Terrence Higgins Trust ‘Work Positive’
Programme we have consulted with young adults living with HIV about their
challenges finding and staying in employment. Several young adults have now
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been able to access the THT scheme which includes mentoring, e-learning and
a webinar series. We will continue work in partnership to support young adults
and will perhaps deliver a bespoke series of webinars in the autumn.

CHIVA YOUTH COMMITTEE (CYC) 
 
It’s been a very busy period for our new expanded CYC - now with 20
members from all over the UK. A sub-group undertook an intensive campaign
training programme throughout March and April with freelance facilitator
Camilla Gordon alongside Abi and Becky from CHIVA. They plan to work with
the All-party parliamentary group (APPG) for HIV & AIDS to deliver on the
next stages of their campaign. 
 
The CYC has also been continuing to meet with other young people living
with HIV from other countries -through our new links with the Committee of
African Youth Advisors (CAYA) from the Elisabeth Glaser Paediatric AIDS
Foundation. In out last session we shared experiences of telling others about
your HIV, stigma experienced and self-care. CAYA also shared resources
which they have developed for young people around naming HIV. 
 
A face to face CYC meeting was held in half-term, planning for a virtual event
with policy makers and parliamentarians to put forward young people’s views
to feed into the HIV Action Plan, planning for the CHIVA Conference
Symposium and continuing with their campaign plans.

CHIVA SESSIONS AT BHIVA & BASHH JOINT CONFERENCE 2021 
 
The CHIVA workshop at #BHIVABASHH2021 April conference focused on
transition. Starting with the example of a Youth Clinic model presented by the
Leeds Team. This presentation illustrated the strengths in collaborative
approaches to adolescent care where paediatric and adult teams combine to
provide youth specialist clinics... 
 

Read More

WHAT ELSE IS CHIVA WORKING ON? 
 
We are collaborating with and providing support to a range of initiatives and
steering groups;

On the Steering Group of the Fast Track Cities Bristol initiative which is
now in its second year of working towards achievement of the UNAIDS
HIV strategy in Bristol. 
 
Affiliate member of the HIV Outcomes group which is an EU wide
initiative aiming to move the focus beyond viral suppression to ensure
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long term health needs are addressed with a focus on quality of life. 
 
Member of the new UK HIV Outcomes Steering Group which are meeting
to work on implementation of this strategy in the UK

CHIVA provided evidence to the HIV Clinical Reference Group recently to
support their enquiry into long term condition management providing examples
of service provision and models of support which CHIVA provide.  
The APPG have put out a request for evidence concerning the needs of Black,
Asian and minority ethnic communities in the UK in relation to HIV, CHIVA will
shortly be circulating a request to members to provide responses which CHIVA
can compile for a response.  
 

CHIVA RESOURCES & PROJECTS  

ART IS KEY 2021 
 
Following 3 creative arts workshops for young people, aged 17 -24, in May and
June, a residential will be running July 8th - 11th as part of Art is Key 2021.
Where young people will be developing their creative work, watch this space to
see what they produce.  
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HARDSHIP FUND 
 
The CHIVA hardship support set up at the start of the pandemic continues.
If there are families facing considerable hardship and difficulties at present
please do consider a hardship support application. 
This can provide food deliveries or food vouchers, help with fuel poverty,
advocacy on welfare rights / housing issues. Support with computers for
young people. 
The hardship form can be accessed below. 
 

Hardship Form

INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS 

MEDICINE ALERT
 
Advanced notification that Atripla® is being discontinued from December 2021.  
Any enquiries should be directed to Gilead UK Customer services directly. 
 

Full Information from Gilead

Evaluation of The Impact of The National Lockdown on Young People with
HIV and The CHIVA Support Services During The COVID-19 Pandemic in the
UK. CHIVA. 2021.  
 
Integration of mental health services into HIV healthcare facilities among Thai
adolescents and young adults living with HIV. the Mental Health Study
Group. J Int AIDS Soc. 2021.

FOR MORE RESOURCES AND PUBLICATIONS - CLICK HERE!

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Adolescents Living Our Best Lives: HIV and Beyond - this is the theme the
International Workshop on HIV & Adolescence 2021, which will take place on
29-30 September and 6-7 October. 
This workshop aims at bringing together all stakeholders in the field of HIV &
Adolescence to look at the fuller lives of adolescents, including their mental
health, experiences of violence, the social and economic contexts they
grapple with, how they use digital technology to navigate the world, and how
they take control of their own health and lives. 
Read more about youth engagement, abstracts, and registration here: https://
academicmedicaleducation.com/hiv-adolescence-2021

12th World Congress of the World Society for Pediatric Infectious Diseases
(WSPID) has been moved to 22-24 February 2022, and will be run virtually.  

 
  Click Here for more Information

16-17th June - NHIVNA Annual Conference. 
International Workshops:  
16-17th July - International Workshop on HIV Paediatrics.  
29 - 30th Sept, 6-8th October -International Workshop on HIV &
Adolescence 2021. 
CHIVA endorses these workshops. Once you are a 2021 member, contact us
for your 25% discount code. 
9th October - Nurses & Pharmacists HIV Clinical Forum  
 

SEE OUR WEBSITE CALENDAR FOR ALL UPCOMING EVENTS

CHIVA CONTACTS 
If you wish to contact anyone on the CHIVA team please see below: 
 
CEO • Amanda Ely amanda.ely@chiva.org.uk 
Participation Officer • Abi Carter abi.carter@chiva.org.uk  
Finance Manager • David Parker finance@chiva.org.uk 
Project Support Officer (London) • Matilda Brown matilda.brown@chiva.org.uk 
Project Support Officer (Liverpool) • Serena Cavanagh 
serena.cavanagh@chiva.org.uk 
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Project Support Officer ( Midlands) • Alison Cave alison.cave@chiva.org.uk 
Administration and Communication Support Officer • Elaine White 
elaine.white@chiva.org.uk

Copyright © 2021 CHIVA, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email as a member of CHIVA. You will receive 4 per year. 

 
Our mailing address is: 

CHIVA
Orchard Street Business Centre

13 Orchard Street
Bristol, Bristol BS1 5EH

United Kingdom
 

Add us to your address book
 
 

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

 

https://chiva.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&id=fbb4d2ae7f&e=92d6fe1297
mailto:elaine.white@chiva.org.uk
https://chiva.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&id=6977b7e6b9&e=92d6fe1297
https://chiva.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&id=7068237bac&e=92d6fe1297
https://chiva.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&id=84cac792f4&e=92d6fe1297
https://chiva.us8.list-manage.com/vcard?u=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&id=b915f005a4
https://chiva.us8.list-manage.com/profile?u=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&id=b915f005a4&e=92d6fe1297&c=ea7085ba1f
https://chiva.us8.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&id=b915f005a4&e=92d6fe1297&c=ea7085ba1f
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=ab9b36be7ed3c040c086eacbf&afl=1

