
Learning from the Science 

Museum and NCB 

Participation project 
Emily Hamblin, NCB

CHIVA Conference

13 November 2015



• What impact are young people 

able to make on public 

understanding of HIV through 

working with museums?

• What impact can taking 

part in science education

and museum work have 

on young people living 

with HIV themselves?

Introduction
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• Science Museum and NCB 

• Chocolate Films and Dr. Caroline Foster

• Display case funded by Wellcome Trust

• ‘Who Am I?’ gallery

‘Who Am I?’ participation project
Autumn 2014
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• 5 young people living with HIV 

• 4 workshops + celebration event

• Animation and other content

• Evaluation by Science Museum

‘Who Am I?’ participation project
Autumn 2014



‘The end of AIDS?’ display case
28 November 2014 – 22 March 2015
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Growing up with HIV
Young people’s animation

‘Growing up with HIV’ animation (YouTube link)



‘I take one tablet every night before 

bed. It’s called Atripla … It's pink and 

keeps me going … I place my case on 

my cupboard so I can see the tablets 

when I get changed for my pyjamas at 

night.’
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Image credit: Jennie Hills, Science Museum London

‘This is a mask I made at Children's HIV 

Association (CHIVA) camp in 2012 .... 

The mask symbolises secrecy and 

isolation that comes with having HIV …  

I kept my mask because it reminded 

me of my first time at camp and the 

friendship and confidence I found 
there.’



The process…

Establish group Explore museum
Understand 
audience

Explore how 
objects can 
support 

engagement

Develop and 
distil message

Interview    
expert

Storyboard, 
develop and 

create animation

Lend personal 
objects

Case launch 28 
November 2014

Celebration 
event with 
families



Participation project

Interviewing Dr. Caroline Foster about 

HIV science

Developing a story for the animation
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Participation project

Creating the animation End of project celebration with families
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• Workshop observation

• Focus group

• Post-project phone interviews 

• Audience interviews

Science Museum evaluation



• Be aware of HIV-related stigma and 

preconceptions 

• Be aware of developments in HIV treatment and 

their impact

• Understand the lives of young people in the UK with 

HIV.

Learning outcomes for audience



Impact on audience

‘Thought that with 

AIDS people die –

so  a big 

revelation for me.’

‘Gave me hope 

that can alleviate 

the suffering, I 

was more afraid 

before.’

‘A lot of people 

can have issues –

quite universal 

very accessible 

and personal.’

‘Actually was really surprised by it – now 

she’s pregnant and with family didn’t 

know that was possible with my 

knowledge – it’s so interesting.’

‘Interesting that’s 

it’s seen as part of 

Who am I? – that’s 

an inclusive take 

on HIV.’



Impact on audience

‘The science went 

a bit fast.’

‘It’s definitely a 

good thing to 

engage younger 

people it just has 

to be clearer.’

‘Always think 

about Africa not 

young people 

here so really 

cool.’

‘It’s good that 

young people are 

contributing to 

debate.’

‘The animation is 

quite lovely – the 

animation brings 

everything 

together.’

372,400 visitors 

to gallery 

during case 

display period



• Engaging with HIV information in a new way

• Recognising how scientific knowledge supports 

health and healthcare

• Making voices heard

• Openness about HIV amongst participants and 

families

• Confidence, belonging and social connection

• Career skills.

Aims for participants



Impact on participants

‘I learnt how to 

work with other 

leaders.’

‘I got to bond with 

people I would 

never bond with.’

‘Myself learning 

about everything 

and being able to 

like inform other 

people.’

‘If we didn’t have those facts we wouldn’t 

have created something that was very 

much emotional but also represent the 

actual scientific side of it.’

‘I learn from them 

and you know I 

hope they learnt 

from me.’



Impact on participants

‘This is pretty 

cool to put in 

CV.’

‘We didn’t just look at it 

from our point of view 

as people with HIV we 

looked at it from an 

audience perspective.’

‘We made it the 

way we saw it, the 

way we wanted it 

to be.’



• Young people and their families

• Science Museum, particularly Nicola Burghall
(project lead) and Mark Lorenzo (evaluator)

• Amanda Ely 

• Dr. Caroline Foster

• Chocolate Films

Thank you

Animation available at:

youtube.com/watchncb &

youtube.com/sciencemuseum


